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I am happy to present the first quarter issue of the institute’s newsletter to
you in the year 2021. The current issue will give you a glimpse of the
Rehabilitation Activities, Academic Achievements, Research & Innovations,
Collaborations of the institutes and its RCs & CRCs. As we enter the new
financial year, we are being reminded of our new targets to achieve. I would
like to remind you that we have set new targets to achieve and we need to
reach out to serve the people of our country living in the remote areas, even
during this COVID-19 pandemic time. In the past year, we trained more
than one lakh beneficiaries under short term training programs and offered
uninterrupted rehabilitation services. On the academic front, seven PhD in
Special Education and three PhD in the Speech Hearing field were awarded
to students from our institute.
You all have recently celebrated the festival of Holi and Easter with great
fervour and joy. It is these festivals that bring happiness to our daily lives
from time to time. So I convey my very warm wishes to you all. As summer
sets in, we come to a close to yet another successful financial year, having
overcome several challenges we have faced due to the pandemic and
otherwise. AYJNISHD(D) has taken a twofold strategy of protecting the
health and academic interests of the community while continuing to promote
research and training. Not only have we grown as an institution, with the
laying of the foundation stone for the new hostel on the campus. It is my
pleasure to share that our Union Minister for Social Justice & Empowerment
Dr Thaawar Chand Gehlot laid the foundation stone in the campus for a
new accessible hostel building for students.
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During the last three months period, we had continued our journey towards
Chief Editor: Dr. Suni Mariam Mathew meeting our goals and the institute’s various activities have also remained
unhindered despite the turbulent times. We have seamlessly switched from
Aquisition Editor, Designing &
the brick and mortar classroom to classroom to a virtual platform for
Publishing: Dr. P.J.Mathew Martin imparting training programs. The lectures were delivered in an online mode
over the last few months and are likely to continue in that mode without
diluting the standards and quality of education. In this context, we have to
E-Publishing: Shri. P.M.Mathew
continue to gear up our plans, both technically and strategically, to fulfil
our responsibilities as a premier institute of national importance in the
country. We have steadfastly marched towards excellence at the National
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level. In fact at the request of the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting,
are not essentialy that of AYJNISHD(D).
the Government of India, the institute conducted a national virtual Workshop
All comments & contributions may be sent on “Accessibility Standards for Persons with Disabilities in Television
by post to: Chief Editor, NINAD Newsletter, Programs”, which was attended by Ms Tarika Roy, our Joint Secretary MSJE,
AYJNISHD(D), Bandra (W),
Govt. of India. While we wait for the current pandemic to recede, I urge
Mumbai-50, India.
everyone to stay safe by maintaining social distancing and wearing the mask.
OR
We should also adhere to the following formula of ‘test, track and treat’ to
Email: mathew.martin@gov.in
bring the Covid-19 situation under control as proposed by Shri Narendra
Modi, our honourable Prime Minister and avail the opportunity for
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vaccination initiated by the Government of India.
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AYJNISHD(D) NEWS
HON. MINISTER LAYS FOUNDATION FOR
THE HOSTEL BUILDING FOR STUDENTS
On 18th February 2021, at 12.15pm Shri
Thaawarchand Gehlot Hon’ble Cabinet
Minister for Social Justice & Empowerment
Govt. of India laid the foundation stone for
the hostel for the students in the campus of
AYJNISHD(D), Mumbai.

This was done in consonance with the efforts
of Department of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (Divyangjan), Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of
India, New Delhi, to empower the SC/ST
community in terms of human resources, and
alleviate residential facilities in Mumbai. Ali
Yavar Jung National Institute of Speech &
Hearing Disabilities (D) Mumbai, will construct
hostel building for students of scheduled caste
and scheduled tribe, at Bandra West, Mumbai
with accessibile facilities for persons with
disabilities.

Page-2

and Girl students including Divyangjan students,
since 1983 in the existing office premises.The
new hostel building with 8 floors at an estimated
cost of Rs 20 crores, is expected to provide,
accessible environment for persons with
disabilities (Divyangjan) and enable the
residential hostel facilities, with 70 rooms with
attached toilets, cateen etc.The hostel
construction is expected to be complete in a
phase manner with 4 floors within 12 months
and 8 floors within 24 months by CPWD, MCDI Mumbai Engineers, who has been entrusted
the work.

This upcoming new construction of hostel
building for SC/ST Students is within the same
complex of the institute. The construction work
has been awarded to M/s RKR Construction by
CPWD, MCD-I Mumbai, and 1st pile foundation
testing process and further piling is in progress
to initiate the construction work of the building
since Feb 2021 said Dr. Suni Mathew, Director
AYJNISHD(D) speaking to the audience at the
function during the foundation laying day.

This hostel f acility will alleviate the
inconvenience and offer solutions to the
challenges in existing temporary hostel
arrangements that have been made for
students for accommodating about 150 Boy’s
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AYJNISHD(D) NEWS
REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATIONS
The institute’s staff and students joined the
72nd Republic day celebrations of our
country on 26th January 2021. The Republic
Day celebrations at the institute and Regional
centre premises was conducted with all the
fervour and enthusiasm and considering the
COVID-19 protocol and the limitations. Dr
Suni Mathew, Director AYJNISHD(D) hoisted
the flag at 10.30 am at the institute premises.

Page-3

This highlighted the unifying nature of Indian
Sign Language (ISL) in a nation, where there
is a great diversity in spoken languages.
Tableau aims to raise awareness and
highlight the commitment of the Government
towards creating a barrier-free environment
for persons with hearing disabilities by
promoting ISL. At our regional centre
Secunderabad, Asst Director Shri G V M
Hari Prasad hosted the National flag. Staff
members of RC Secunderabad have
attended the ceremony. The staff has
expressed their views on nation-building,
through their speech and songs.
‘SUGAMYA BHARAT’ MOBILE APP

It may be noted that this year among the
tableau at the Republic Day parade in New
Delhi ‘One Nation, One Sign Language’ the
Tableau of Indian Sign Language Research
and Training Centre (ISLRTC), Department
of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
(DEPwD), Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment showcased the theme
‘Bhartiya Sanketik Bhasha– Ek Rashtra, Ek
Sanketik Bhasha’.
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Union Minister for Social Justice and
Empowerment Dr Thaawarchand Gehlot
virtually launched the “Sugamya Bharat
App” and a handbook entitled “Access the
Photo Digest” through a video conference
in New Delhi. Shri Rattan Lal Kataria,
Minister of State for Social Justice &
Empowerment, Smt. Shakuntala D. Gamlin,
Secretary, DEPwD and Smt. Tarika Roy, JS,
DEPwD were also present. The App and the
handbook have been developed by the
Department of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (DEPwD) under the Ministry
of Social Justice and Empowerment.
AYJNISHD(D),
Regional
Centre
Secunderabad, provided the Telugu Clipping
which was included in this mobile app. The
Mobile App can be downloaded from Play
Store by Android users.
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AYJNISHD(D) NEWS
TEN AYJNISHD (D) STUDENTS
AWARDED PhD IN 2021
The following three students were awardees

of PhD in the field of Speech and Hearing,
from AYJNISHD(D), Mumbai. They include Ms
Priya K Shah, for her thesis on ‘Voice in
Individuals with Parkinson’s Disease and its
Impact on Quality of Life’, Ms Mansi Jani for
her thesis on ‘Profiling of Communication and
Swallowing in Individuals with Motor Neuron
Disorders’ and Ms Deepa A Valame for her
thesis on ‘Normative data for Vestibular
Evoked Myogenic Potential (VEMP) and its
Clinical Application in Neuro-Otologic
Conditions’.
They received their PhD from Maharashtra
University of Health Sciences (MUHS),
Nashik. “In addition following seven students
of AYJNISHD(D) were also awarded a PhD in
the field of Special Education, from the
University of Mumbai.
They include Mr Atul Jadhav for the thesis on
‘Awareness about Abacus among Teachers
from Special and Regular Schools. Effect of
Abacus Training on the numerical ability of
students with hearing loss.’, Mrs Sadhana
Lamture for the thesis on ‘Perspectives and
needs felt of the General and Resource
Teachers about Inclusive Education’, Mrs
Kasturi Kulkarni for the thesis on
‘Effectiveness of a Training module to
empower parents in early intervention
programmes of Children with hearing
impairment’, Mrs Sharmistha Oak for the
thesis on ‘Effect of scaffolding strategy of
Reading comprehension on Reading
Comprehension of Children with Hearing
Impairment.’ Mr Sanjay Yadav for the thesis
on ‘Labeling and its Impact on self-concept
and self-esteem of Adolescents with
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Disabilities’, Mrs Poonam Sawant for the
thesis on ‘Challenges of teacher in
continuous Comprehensive Evaluation of
the students with and without disabilities in
mainstream schools’ and Mrs Jignya Shah
for the thesis on ‘Relationship between the
preferred learning Modalities and Cognitive
Styles of students with and without Hearing
Impairment in Inclusive Primary
schools’“This is the first of its kind of
academic achievement by the students in
the history of AYJNISHD(D). The staff and
students congratulate them for their great
academic achievement and appreciate their
efforts in the fields of research in Special
Education and Speech and Hearing.
SARRAM AWARDS & APPLICATIONS
The Society for Assistance, Rehabilitation
and Relief Aid for Maharashtra (SARRAM)
Awards were announced on the institute
website. This award is constituted as per
the approval of the Executive Council and
its directives from the interest of the corpus
fund (donation) received from SARRAM.
Applications were invited from - High
Achievers in Sports and Arts among Deaf
and Hard of Hearing persons in the country.
The award is the cash amount of Rs.25,000
in each category. “Based on the applications
received the awards were given to Mr
Naman Mahipal in the category of high
achievers in arts (Deaf & Hard of Hearing),
Mr Prithvi Sekhar in the category of high
achievers in sports( Deaf & Hard of
Hearing), Mr K K Banerjee & Mr S.Dey in
the category of Best research proposal
(student) and Ms Raval Mathur in the
category of Best research proposal (staff).
We congratulate them on their
achievement.
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AYJNISHD(D) NEWS
OESD
CONDUCTS
CAMPS
OBSERVING SOP DURING COVID19 PANDEMIC
The Outreach and Extension Services
Department of AYJNISHD, Mumbai,
following the guidelines of the Ministry of
Home Affairs(MHA) observed the Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs) for the
conduct of diagnostic and fitment service
camps under the ADIP scheme of Govt. of
India in various parts of the country. The
three days camp were held at Vallapuzha
Buds Deaf School Nilambur, Malapuram
from 16th to 18th February 2021 for 172
hearing
impaired
beneficiaries.

The diagnostic and fitment camp was
formally inaugurated by Rotary Club
President Shri Brijesh at a function that was
chaired by Dr E K Ummer, Buds Deaf School
president. Another three days awareness
cum diagnostic and fitment service camp for
the hearing impaired was conducted by
OESD of AYJNISHD(D) from 21st to 23rd
February 2021 in collaboration with
SPARSHAM charitable trust and Mahatma
Gandhi University Institute of Research in
Learning Disabilities, and at New Nalanda
Auditorium near Kozhikode. This mega
camp was inaugurated by Prof. H
Venkatesalu, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor of the
Central University of Kerala. Speaking at a
function organised in connection with the
camp Prof. H. Venkatesalu, stressed the
significance of Indian thoughts and
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philosophy that provides confidence in living
together, living for others, and helping each
other leading to an inclusive society for
persons with disabilities.

The function was Presided by Shri M T
Ramesh, Chairman of SPARSHAM
Charitable society and attended by Dr
Mustafa, Director of Mahatma Gandhi
University Institute of Research in Learning
Disabilities. Again another two-day camp
was organised at Karunya Bhavan Deaf
School at Vazhakad on 19th and 20th Feb.
2021. Shri E T Muhamed Basheer Member
of Parliament inaugurated the camp. On 24th
and 25th February, two days diagnostic and
fitment service was provided to 119 persons.
The camp was conducted at Vatakara Rotary
school for the hearing impaired, in
collaboration with Rotary club Vatakara. The
camp was inaugurated by the Shri K Murali
Member of Parliament.
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NEWS FROM REGIONAL CENTRE
KOLKATA
Several Diagnostic camp cum fitment
services were provided by Regional Centre
Kolkata in the North Eastern States, West
Bengal, and Jharkhand. This included A
Diagnostic cum Fitment Camp was
organised at Jeevan Jyoti School,
Dhanbad, Jharkhand on 11th and 12th
February 2021. The programme was
organised specially for the school children.
A total no. of 109 hearing aids were
distributed among 64 beneficiaries from the
rural areas. .

Another Diagnostic cum Fitment Camp was
organised at Mon district of Nagaland from
2nd to 4th March 2021. A total no. of 145
hearing aids was distributed am ong 123
beneficiaries under the ADIP schem e of
G o v t . o f I n d ia . T h e p r o g r a m m e w a s
o r g a n i s e d a t t h e d i s t r ic t h o s p i t a l in
collaboration with the District Collector of
Mon, in Nagaland. .
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REGIONAL CENTRE KOLKATA OF
AYJNISHD(D) OBSERVED WORLD
HEARING DAY
In connection with the world hearing day the
diagnostic and hearing aid fitment program
was organised at Mon district in Nagaland
participating in the global call to address
hearing loss and ear disease across the life
course. Speaking at the inaugural function

conducted at Mon District hospital, Shri
Thavaseelan K, District Commissioner, Mon,
appreciated the efforts of the staff from
AYJNISHD(D) regional centre Kolkata for
having initiated the follow-up of the camp
conducted in 2018-19. He said that while
earlier camp focused on all the caregivers
of Persons with Disabilities, this camp
targeted the persons with speech and
hearing problems.
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AYJNISHD(D) NEWS
REGIONAL
CENTRE
KOLKATA
REACHES OUT TO NORTH EAST
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.

A Diagnostic cum Fitment Camp was
organised at Dharmanagar, Tripura on 7h
March 2021. A total no. of 85 hearing aids
was distributed among 62 cases.

The programme was inaugurated by Shri
Biswa Bandhu Sen, the Hon’ble Deputy
Speaker of Tripura State. A Diagnostic cum
hearing aid fitment camp was organised at
Monfort Center for Education, Tura,
Meghalaya on 22nd & 23rd March 2021.
During the two days camp, a total no. of
189 hearing aids was distributed among
121 beneficiaries.
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CRC
BHOPAL
OBSERVES
RASHTRIYA POSHAN PAKHWADA
From 16th to 31st March 2021, the staff and
students of Composite Regional Centre,
(CRC) Bhopal observed the ‘Rashtriya
Poshan Pakhwada’. A webinar (Google
meet ID-OOA-mrqt-ptk) on “Optimal
nutrition was conducted for beneficiaries of
the centre, Mrs Rashmi Shrivastav,
consultant dietician of the Centre gave
information on appropriate nutrition and a
balanced diet in the period of the Pandemic.
There were 45 participants who attended
the webinar. Later the information on
‘poshan pakhwada’ was also given to NGOs
through WhatsApp by the NGO coordinator.
An exhibition on a balanced diet was
organized near the main gate of CRC
Bhopal with guidance from the dietician
during the celebrations.

NEWS FROM REGIONAL CENTRE
KOLKATA
The Regional Centre of AYJNISHD(D),
Secunderabad, has observed the World
Hearing Day on 3 rd March 2021.The
celebration was marked by conducting a
Walkathon from RC, Secunderabad to
Diamond Point. This walkathon has also
planned to bring awareness among
common people from all segments of
society to get timely intervention if they had
any hearing loss or its associated problems,
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speech problems etc, and they can visit our
organisation to get treated. World Hearing
Day walkathon was participated
enthusiastically by staff and students of RC
Secunderabad.

Pamphlets having information about the
hearing problems and their care were
distributed, slogans regarding the ear care
have been promisingly displayed to get the
common people’s interest in taking care of
their ears.
SPEECH & HEARING SCREENING CAMP
AT HAL BY RC-SECUNDERABAD
Speech and hearing screening camp was
Conducted at Hindusthan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) for the employees and their
dependents at Health Centre in the HAL
campus, Balanagar, Hyderabad for four
days from 17 to 20th March 2021. The camp
was Commissioned by Shri Shravya kumar,
General Manager (Avionics) of HAL
presided by Dr.Jagadeesh, chief Medical
Superintendent of the Health Centre and
Dr.Sumanth Kumar. A total of 473
employees and their dependents were
screened for their hearing sensitivity.
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RC-SECUNDERABAD

CONDUCTS The regional centre also conducted another
Hearing & Speech Testing Camp at
ASSESSMENT CAMPS
Yadammanagar Colony Community Hall,
To reach out to the remotest area, and Yadamma Nagar Colony, Dairy Farm Road,
provide the proper health care services at Secunderabad on 21st March 2021 and
the doorsteps of the people, Regional diagnosed 113 persons. Another ADIP
Centre Secunderabad staff conducted a Assessment and Hearing fitment service
Hearing assessment and Hearing aid Camp was conducted at Aspari &Tuggali,
distribution camp in Janwada village, of AP State on 24th & 25th March 2021. A total
Bidar District, Karnataka. There was good of 85 beneficiaries was fitted with hearing
good response from the village and 56 aids under the ADIP scheme of Govt. of India
beneficiaries were identified for whom and following the SOP of COVIDassessment were done and hearing aids 19.Shri.Rajendra Prasad Mandal Parishad
were fitted under ADIP scheme of Govt. of Development Officer (MPDO)of Aspari,
India.
distributed the hearing aids to beneficiaries.

Regional Centre Secunderabad also
conducted a Hearing & Speech Diagnosis
Camp, at Vinayaknagar Colony Community
Hall, Vinayaknagar Colony, Hayathnagar on
21st March 2021. During the camp 123
beneficiaries provided with diagnostic
services.
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The hearing assessm ent and hearing aid
distribution cam p was conducted at District
Early Intervention Centre, (DEIC), RBSK
G ovt. G en eral H os pita l, K akin ad a, E ast
Godavari District, AP on 30th March 2021
and 155 hearing aids were distributed under
the AD IP Schem e of the G overnm ent of
India.
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