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Dear Reader,

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome the new batch of
students to the Institute. We are at the beginning of the academic
year 2018-19. In the month of April we had the visit of our Hon’ble
Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment, (MSJ&E)
Shri Thaawarchand Gehlot, to our institute in connection with
the launching of ‘Vayoshree Yojana’, inauguration of Information
kiosk in North Eastern Region and inauguration of online
registration system for availing AYJNISHD(D), clinical services
through www.ors.nic.in.

There was also the launch of a ‘Cochlear Implant Awareness
Programme’ organized by the Department of Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan), Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment in association with Indian Red Cross Society
and Sarvodaya Hospital & Research Centre on 6th May at Huda
Convention Centre, Sector-12, Faridabad (Haryana). Shri Krishan
Pal Gurjar, Hon’ble Minister of State for Social Justice &
Empowerment was the Chief Guest in the programme. The event
was named ‘Swar Swagtam’  and was of great importance for
creating awareness among the public about the Cochlear Implant
Programme under ADIP Scheme of Government of India.

The month of June has witnessed the endings of courses and
conduct of final examinations, as well as the beginning of new
admissions. The institute’s online admission season has come
to a close and the new academic year is about to begin. Our
students are brimming with excitement, as they anticipate a new
phase in their lives. However, this hope and positivity is the result
of a long and drawn-out journey.

Young people today work very hard, vying for a limited number of
good educational opportunities. We welcome all the new
students, who have taken or will take admission to various
courses at our institute and at regional centres. I wish them all
the best for their studies and preparation for their career-oriented
professional courses at our institute. I also take this opportunity
to congratulate all those students who have completed the
professional courses successfully.

So far 1300 Cochlear Implant (CI) surgeries have been done across
India under ADIP scheme of Govt., of India and Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) funds. We look forward to the new academic
year with more activities and new responsibilities.

(Dr. A.K.Sinha)
Chief Editor
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FIVE GUINNESS RECORDS IN
LAST FOUR YEARS FOR DEPwD

On 26th April 2018, during his visit to
AYJNISHD(D), the Hon’ble Union Minister
for Social Justice and Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities (Diyangjan), Shri
Thawarchand Gehlot launched the
‘Vayoshree Yojana’ for the welfare of below-
poverty-line senior citizens, to benefit 5.2
lakh senior citizens in three years. You
should contact the Department when you
come to know of Divyangjan who needs
assistance, said the Union Minister. He also
inaugurated the Online Registration System
(ORS) for availing the clinical services of
AYJNISHD (D) at Mumbai.

The Hon’ble Union Minister for Social
Justice & Empowerment Shri
Thaawarchand Gehlot has said that many
new initiatives have been taken by the
current Government for the empowerment
of persons with disabilities. Recalling that
the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, who told him that the Ministry of Social
Justice & Empowerment is mandated to
work for the empowerment of people who
suffer the most, Shri Thawarchand Gehlot
said that he is happy to note that the Ministry
has now made a global name for itself,
especially due to the work it has been doing
for Divyangan. He said that the Department

of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
has established five Guinness World Records
in the last four years. The Hon’ble Union
Minister said that the Government has
distributed equipment worth more than 600
crore rupees, benefitting more than 10 lakh
Divyangjan. He said that the Government has
brought in transparency in the way this
equipment is distributed. The Hon’ble Union
Minister also said that out of the 1,200 children
who were provided cochlear implants by the
Government, at a cost of Rs. 6 lakh per child,
a significant part of the contribution was made
by Ali Yavar Jung National Institute for the
Hearing Handicapped [AYJNISHD(D)]. Shri
Thawarchand Gehlot said that these 1,200
children have begun to hear and the majority
of them have begun to speak as well.

The Hon’ble Union Minister noted that the
demand for cochlear implants has gone up
significantly; the initial target was 500, while
now, even after completion of 1,200 implants,
there is a waiting list of around 2,000. He said
that the Government is trying its best to meet
the increased demand. Observing that more
than 80% of Divyangjan are not able to stand
up on their own, Hon’ble Union Minister Shri
Thawarchand Gehlot said that the Government
is helping them by providing them electrically
charged motorized tricycles. He said that
around 5,000 such tricycles have been
distributed. While the unit cost of this tricycle
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is Rs. 37,000, Rs. 25,000/- is being provided
as a subsidy. On the occasion, the Hon’ble
Union Minister launched ‘Vayoshree Yojana’, a
‘Scheme for providing Physical Aids and
Assisted-living Devices for Senior citizens
belonging to BPL category’. The assistive
devices provided under this scheme will help
senior citizens to overcome their age-related
physical impairment and lead a dignified and
productive life with minimal dependence on
caregivers or other members of the family. The
ambitious Scheme, the first of its kind in the
country, is expected to benefit around 5.2 lakh
senior citizens over a period of three years.

The  Hon’ble Union Minister said that under the
scheme, the beneficiary will receive assistive
devices costing around Rs.7,000 free of cost.
The Hon’ble Union Minister said that the
assistive devices are of around seven types,
comprising hearing aids, walkers, dentures and
eye-glasses.

He added that camps have already been
organized at 18 locations, at which around 3
lakh people have been given assistive devices.
AYJNISH (D) provides BTE digi tal
programmable hearing aids under ADIP
scheme free of cost for persons with disabilities.
Many elderly persons find difficult to avail
disability certificates or do not qualify for getting
disabi l i ty certi ficates while they need

amplification devices. The ‘Vayoshree
Scheme’ will take care of such a population.

AYJNISHD(D) IMPLEMENTS
‘VAYOSHREE SCHEME’

AYJNISHD(D) is implementing ‘Vayoshree
Scheme’ with the collaboration of ALIMCO,
Kanpur. The On the occasion, the Hon’ble
Union Minister launched Vayoshree Yojana,
a ‘Scheme for providing physical Aids and
Assisted-living Devices for Senior citizens
belonging to BPL category’. The assistive
devices provided under this scheme will help
Senior Citizens to overcome their age-
related physical impairment and lead a
dignified and productive life with minimal
dependence on caregivers or other
members of the family.

The ambitious Scheme, the first of its kind in
the country, is expected to benefit around 5.2
lakh senior citizens over a period of three
years.

The Hon’ble Union Minister said that under
the scheme, the beneficiary will receive
assistive devices costing around Rs. 7,000
free of cost. Shri Thawarchand Gehlot said
that the assistive devices are of around seven
types, comprising hearing aids, walkers,
dentures and eye-glasses. He added that
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camps have already been organized at 18
locations, at which around 3 lakh people have
been given assistive devices.

Hon’ble Union Minister has appealed to the
people to contact the Department  if they come
to know of anyone who needs such assistance.
He exhorted everyone to help those in need by
making them aware of Government schemes
and helping them avail their benefits.The
Hon’ble Union Minister said that the annual
turnover of ALIMCO has gone up from around
Rs.4 crore to around Rs. 250 crores. He said
that the Government is working on modernizing
all equipment for the welfare of Divyangjan. Shri
Gehlot said that work has begun on making
artificial limbs, in collaboration with a German
institution. He said that 15 people have already
been provided  with these limbs, which enable
the beneficiaries to engage even in activities
such as long jump, high jump and writing. Shri
Gehlot said that efforts are continuing on to
modernize Ali Yavar Jung National Institute of
Speech and Hearing Disabilities (Divyangijan).
He said that a lot of progress has been
happening, with projects worth around Rs. 6
crores having been executed in the Institute in
the past four years. The Hon’ble Union Minister
appealed to all to participate in and support
the activities and schemes of the Ministry so

that more and more people are benefited. The
Minister also inaugurated the onl ine
registration system (ORS) for availing the
clinical services of AYJNISHD(D). The system
will enable both new and old patients needing
treatment or appointment to register for the
same in an easy manner. It covers various
services for diagnosis, intervention and
therapeutic services for the hearing-impaired.
This will enable people to avail services at
their convenience. An online appointment can
be made for hearing-testing, speech-
language testing and therapy, educational
guidance, psychological evaluation and
vocational services.ORS is Aadhaar-based
as well as a mobile number based. The
Minister also met Cochlear Implanted children
and issued letter of appreciation for joining
the mainstream schools.

USE APPROPRIATE WORDS TO
ADDRESS PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment,
Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (PwDs) Government of India, has
issued a letter No.39-05/2018-DD-III  on 05/
07/2018 regarding the usage of appropriate
words to address persons with disabilities.
This letter reprimands the usage of words
such as ‘viklang’, ‘disabled’, ‘handicapped’
etc in any documents for communication. India
is signatory to UNCRPD and Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act 2016 has been
enacted by the Government of India in line with
the spirit of the convention that enshrines the
rights of persons with disabilities to live with
respect and dignity. Hence the phrase
‘persons with disabilities’ or ‘Divyangjan’
should be invariably used to address disability
issues in all communication documents.
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COCHLEAR IMPLANT AWARENESS
PROGRAMME IN HARYANA

A ‘Cochlear Implant Awareness
Programme’ was organized by the
Department of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (Divyangjan), Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment in
association with Indian Red Cross Society
and Sarvodaya Hospital & Research Centre
tomorrow on 6thMay, 2018 at Huda
Convention Centre, Sector-12, Faridabad
(Haryana). Shri Krishan Pal Gurjar, Minister
of State for Social Justice & Empowerment
was the Chief Guest in the programme.The
event named ‘Swar Swagtam’ is of great
importance for creating awareness among
the public about the Cochlear Implant
Programme under ADIP Scheme of the
Department.Cochlear Implant is a modern
technology to help young children who have
severe to profound deafness in both ears.
Because of hearing impairment they are not
able to speak. Cochlear Implant provides
such children to hear normally in one ear
and with post-surgical rehabilitation they are
able to speak.

Cochlear Implants are costly and were not
affordable by all. Keeping in mind “Sabka
Sath Sabka Vikas”, the DEPwD, Ministry
of SJ&E is providing benefit of modern
technology to the needy poor persons. It is
in this direction, the Ministry has introduced
Cochlear Implant programme under revised
Scheme of Assistance to Disabled Persons
for Purchase/Fitting of Aids and Appliances
(ADIP) for the poor and needy young
children below the age of 6 years. With the
implementation of Cochlear Implant
program by the Ministry of SJ&E through
Ali Yavar Jung National Institute of Speech
and Hearing Disabilities (Divyangjan),

AYJNISHD (D) Mumbai (Nodal Agency),
around 1300 surgeries (under ADIP Scheme)
have been conducted across India. The
Appl icants have to apply based on
advertisement/details on websi te to
AYJNISHD (D), Bandra West, Mumbai-50:
www.adipcochlearimplant.in.

All the children are undergoing post-operative
rehabilitation. The AYJNISHD(D) has
empanelled 172 hospitals all over India to
conduct the cochlear implant surgery. Most
important outcome of this program is
reduction in the cost of implantation and
empowers children with deafness to hear and
develop speech. Sarvodaya Hospital &
Research Centre, Faridabad has been part
of this scheme and has operated 30 kids from
different parts of North India.

TWO YEARS FOR ‘AVT’ UNDER ADIP
SCHEME

Recently as per Ministry’s letter No. 4-2
(8)1201 lDD-l dated 10th May 2018 the
duration of auditory verbal therapy (AVT) has
been extended from one year to two years for
all the ADIP Cochlear lmplant beneficiaries.
This post-operative rehabilitation period for
speech language therapy is increased as per
the recommendations and final report on
Outcome Measure of Cochlear Implant
(OMCI) recipients under ADIP scheme,
conducted by National Institute of Speech and
Hearing (NISH) Thiruvanathapuram, Internal
study conducted by AYJNISH (D) Mumbai, and
request received from parents of children who
have undergone cochlear implant surgery
under ADIP scheme. Cochlear Implant
Processor Information, Instructions,
Troubleshooting and Manual is now available
at :http://adipcochlearimplant.in/
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EXTENSION SERVICES OF
AYJNISHD(D)
The Outreach and Extension Service
Department (OESD) of AYJNISHD (D)
provided diagnostic and fitment services at
various remote areas of the country.
Awareness program cum diagnostic and
fitment services were provided to hearing
impaired beneficiaries in Neknur, Jalgaon,
Sion Koliwada, Kausa in Maharashtra,
Tikamghar, Shadol in MP, Pilathara in Kerala,
and Dharwad, Bijapur in Karnataka state.

Among the 898 registered cases 669 were
identified and fitted with hearing aids under
ADIP Scheme of Government of India.

AWARENESS PROGRAM ON
SPEECH & HEARING DISABIITIES
FOR NSS VOLUNTEERS &
TEACHERS
OESD conducted an awareness program on
‘Speech and Hearing Disabilities’ for the NSS
volunteers of St. Joseph’s College, Pilathara
Kerala on 1st May 2018.  There were 45 NSS
volunteers and teachers who participated in
the program. All the participants were provided
information on various aspects of speech and
hearing impairments with reference to
identification, prevention, intervention and
vocational rehabilitation. All the 45 NSS
Volunteers and Teachers were provided
certificate of participation.

ORIENTATION TO IMPCC MEMBERS

An orientation program on ‘Universal Design
for Persons with Disabilities’ was conducted
for the Inter Media Publicity Coordination
Committee (IMPCC) of the Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting in the Western
Region, at Press Information Bureau(PIB)
Mumbai on 28th June 2018. During the
program Dr. P.J.Mathew Martin from
Department of Outreach and Extension
Services made presentation and provided
information on the need for Universal Design
in Digital Media platforms for the benefit of
persons with disabilities.

He said that universal design in
communication  would result in the application
of multimedia in digital media. Speaking about
the regulatory and legislative framework, Dr.
Martin said that under the amended Copyright
Amendment Act, no permission is needed for
creation of alternate formats, if it is used for
non-profit conversion and distribution. So, for
example, adding audio description in a film
does not require permission if it is used for
non-profit purpose, and if it is distributed to
bona fide persons with disabil ities or
organizations that serve them. Challenging the
argument of cognitive load in digital media, Dr.
Martin spoke of the finding that “we see what
we want to see and hear what we want to hear”.
He also introduced the audience to the online
tools for checking accessibility of websites and
mobile appl ications for persons with
disabilities.




