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Dear Reader,

I share your grief and anxiety during the arrival of COVID-19

pandemic. The COVID-19 pandemic originated from China has given

us all a hectic time with various challenges and solutions in various

domains in the past three months. Ever since the announcement of
WHO on 11th March 2020, we are all faced with fear of death,
vulnerability, social isolation, emotional trauma and searching for
solutions.  WHO has been continuously assessing this outbreak
around the clock and we are deeply concerned both by the alarming
levels of spread and severity in our country and around the world.
As a country and as a national level institute, we have initiated and
stepped up the preventive measures at all levels including awareness
campaigns, using digital space, participating in webinars, undergoing
pandemic prevention related short term training programs, and
enabling various levels of preventive action against the spread of
COVID-19. Despite all problems, the Institute remained functional
with skeletal staff even during the lockdown, following social
distancing norms and guidelines of Government of India and WHO.

As an institute we have made efforts at AYJNISHD(D), to display
COVID-19 prevention related posters for awareness at the reception
area, provided hand washing facility, sanitizer, temperature screening
at the entrance to all, as per the WHO and Govt. of India guidelines.
Following strictly the guidelines of Government of India for COVID-
19 pandemic prevention, the needy were also provided services of
the institute, on prior appointments, after the lockdown period. Despite
the challenges faced, efforts were made to use the digital space to
communicate with the families of the Deaf and the community of
Deaf, using videos in accessible format using captions and Indian
Sign Language. Small training modules were also made during the
lockdown period to reach out to the parents and teachers for
educating the children with deafness to enable knowledge sharing
and skill development. It is pertinent to mention that several Webinars
were conducted at national and international levels using various
digital and online platforms to enable work from home, share
knowledge and skills to the needy students, teachers and staff of
the institute. This included webinars on International Yoga day on
21st June 2020.

I am sure all of you are keeping in good health and will acquire
immunity to fight the COVID-19 pandemic. Please keep following all
the instructions of government of India, such as social distancing,
user sanitizer and wear masks.

(Dr. SuniMathew)

Chief Editor

FROM CHIEF EDITOR’S DESK
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AYJNISHD (D) OBSERVES
INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY 2020

The World Health Organization (WHO)

mentions yoga as a means to improve

health in its Global action plan on physical

activity 2018–2030: more active people for

a healthier world. On 21st June 2020,

International Yoga Day (IYD),

AYJNISHD(D) conducted various

programs at Mumbai and its CRCs and

RCs, strictly following the social distancing

measures adopted by Govt. of India to

fight the COVID-19 pandemic.

With schools closed due to COVID-19

pandemic and summer break activities

cancelled, parents may find it challenging

to keep their children physically active.

Yoga can help. UNICEF says kids can

practice many yoga poses without any risk

and get the same benefits that adults do.

These benefits include increased flexibility

and fitness, mindfulness and relaxation.

On IYD CRC – Ahmedabad had

conducted a Webinar titled “Divyangjan

Rog Pratikark Shakti Vadharvama Yoga

and Aaurvednu mahatav” in Gujarati

language. In Mumbai on IYD, live Yoga

sessions were held for participants on the

topic “Beat COVID Lockdown with Yoga”.

At the Kolatta and Secundrabad regional

centres IYD had a differential approach

through through online competitions
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AYJNISHD (D) AT 107TH INDIAN SCIENCE
CONGRESS 2020

The staff from the Secunderabad Regional

Centre of AYJNISHD(D) participated in the

Indian Science Congress Pride of India Expo

at Bengaluru from 3rd to 7th January 2020.

The Pride of India (PoI) Expo organized

concurrently with the Indian Science

Congress on a confluence of new ideas,

innovations and products encompassing the

entire canvas of scientific world. The theme

of Congress this year is ‘Science and

Technology: Rural Development’.

The expo showcased cutting-edge

technologies, scientific products and services,

achievements, innovations, initiatives and

vision for future of India's leading public and

private organizations, Central and State

Governments, PSUs, research labs,

institutions dealing with education, defence,

space, life sciences & healthcare, agriculture

& food processing, energy, environment, ICT

and BFSI etc. It was a splendid display of path

breaking R &D initiatives and achievements

by the participating organisations. Hon’ble

Prime Minister of Shri .Narendra Modi

inaugurated the Science Congress

proceedings, accompanied by hon’ble CM

of Karnataka, Shri. Yadiyurappa and

Dr.Harshavardhan, Hon’ble Health Minister

of India, who also inaugurated the Pride of

India Expo Exhibition. Stall of AYJNISHD

succeeded in attracting the attention of

visitors, as it was visited by about 2100

persons . This included   professionals/

scientists from premier institutes like

DRDO, ISRO, Earth science, IISC etc, and

majorly students from various schools and

colleges located in Bangalore and  others

districts of Karnataka.

The visitors to the exhibition strall were

explained about the objectives of the

institute i.e., Research, Human Resource

Development, Academic activities, Clinical

Services, Outreach programmes,

Socioeconomic Rehabilitation process,

preventive measures of hearing

impairment, Speech & Language problems.

The information about the telephone based

information system  were also  explained

and  DIL information cards were also

distributed to the needy.
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AYJNISHD (D) CELEBRATED 126TH

BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF DR.

BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR

Ambedkar Jayanti or Bhim Jayanti is an

annual festival observed on 14th  April to

commemorate the memory of Dr Babasaheb

Ambedkar, Indian polymath, the father of the

Constitution of India and civil rights activist.

It marks Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's birthday

who was born on 14 April 1891.

On the same day AYJNISHD(D) staff had a

function in commemoration of the event at

the institute following the protocols of COVID-

19 pandemic. Initiatives were taken to make

the even a memorable one with a talk given

by    Dr. Suni Mathew, Director AYJNISHD(D).

NINADNEWSLETTER OF AYJNISHD(D)   APRIL-JUNE. 2020.  VOL.2

SERD OF AYJNISHD (D) GOES ONLINE

DURING PANDEMIC

Making a stride in the rehabilitation services
during the COVID-19 pandemic, SERD of
AYJNISHD(D) made special efforts online to reach
out to the needy. As the persons with speech
and hearing disabilities found it difficult to reach
the institute to avail the vocational rehabilitation
related services. Hence SERD initiated the usage
of the online platforms to deliver its services.
Efforts were made to provide increased support
services with the help of visual-based pamphlets,
circulated through emails of jobseekers,
WhatsApp and institute website.
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AYJNISHD(D) REACHES OUT
THROUGH WEBINARS DURING
PANDEMIC

Understanding the need of the hour,
AYJNISHD(D) used the digital platforms to
reach out to the persons with speech and
hearing disabilities through webinars. A
Webinar on ‘Empowerment of Persons with
Speech and Hearing Disabilities: Ways and
Means’ organized by AYJNISHD (D),
Mumbai in collaboration with Webinar on
“Empowerment of Persons with Speech
and Hearing Disabilities: Ways and Means
organized by AYJNISHD (D),Mumbai in
collaboration with Composite Regional
Centre for Skill Development,
Rehabilitation & Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities, Nagpur. Webinar targetted
Special Educators, Social Workers,
Parents and families of Persons with
disabilities. It was conducted on on 16th

June 2020 from 3.30 pm to 5.00 pm.  Total
78 participants attended the webinar and
they belonged to the states of Maharashtra,
Goa, and Gujarat.

MIME TO PROMOTE JOBS FOR THE
DEAF

In order to promote the information on jobs
for the Deaf in various parts of the country,
SERD of AYJNISHD(D) created a short
mime show and podcast the same on the
National Career Service: www.ncs.gov.in.
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NEWS FROM KOLKATA
REGIONAL CENTRE OF
AYJNISHD(D)

Understanding the need of the hour,

Kolkata regional centre of AYJNISHD(D)

conducted Continuous Rehabilitation

Education (CRE) program on ‘Access for

Speech and Hearing Disability Group’. The

RCI approved five days CRE program

conducted at DDRC, Jalpaiguri from 13th

to 17th January, 2020. 30 Special Educators

from North Bengal  participated in the

training programme.

RC-Kolkata also conducted one day

Sensitization Workshop on ‘Rights of the

Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016’ at

DDRC, Jalpaiguri on 17th January, 2020 for

the  District level Officials, ICDS Staff,

Health and  grass root level worker  School

Teachers,  VLWs. The program was

attended by 72 participants from the rural

areas of the Jalpaiguri District, in West

Bengal.

ORIENTATION PROGRAMME FOR THE
ASHA & ANGANWADI WORKERS

Considering the need to reach out to the

grassroot population an orientation program

for Asha and Anganwadi workers were

organised by RC Kolkata of AYJNISHD(D).

The programme was organised at

Rudranagar Gramin Hospital of

Gangasagar Island on 22nd February, 2020.

In the program 70 ASHA, Anganwadi

workers , Govt. officials and NGO staff

participated.

A sensitization workshop on Rights of the

Persons with Disabilities Act 2015’ was

conducted for the Visva-Bharati University,

Bolpur on 26th February 2020. The

program provided inputs on making the

University accessible to persons with

disabilities through a barrier free

environment. The program was attended

by 120 participants drawn from the faculty

and students of the University.
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GUIDELINES TO COCHLEAR
USERS DURING COVID-19
PANDEMIC

A cochlear webinar series were conducted

by AYJNISHD(D) in collaboration with

Cochlear India, to provide guidelines to take

care of Cochlear during the Covid-19

pandemic.  The webinar was conducted on

4th May 2020 from 10.30am onwards.  Dr.

Suni Mathew, Director led the team of

experts drawn from the field of CI and

Education.

 During the Cochlear webinar series a video
on how to sanitize the Cochlear Implant
Processor and its accessories in the time of
COVID-19 pandemic were also screened.

Shri P K PINCHA INDIA’S FIRST DISABLED
COMMISSIONER OF PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES PASSESS AWAY

We express our deepest condolences to the
family members of Shri PK Pincha, former
Chief Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities who breathed his last in the early
hours of 25th July 2020 at Max Super
Speciality Hospital Saket, New Delhi.

His contribution to the disability sector was
remarkable. A serious loss to the nation. He
was the first disable person to serve as the
Chief Commissioner of Disability Commission
of Government of India.
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ONE OF THE SEVERAL POSTERS PREPARED DURING COVID-19
PANDEMIC FOR PUBLIC AWARENESS AS PER THE WHO & GOVT. OF

INDIA GUIDELINES ON THE THEME

“AYJNISHD(D) PROTECTING ALL FROM COVID-19”




