MINUTES OF THE SECOND GENERAL BODY MEETING OF THE ISAAC INDIA CHAPTER

HELD on 09/07/2010 AT 4.00 P.M. AT CHENNAI.

The General Body Meeting of ISAAC India Chapter held on 09/07/2010 at 4.00 p.m. at Dr. M.G.R. Janaki College of Arts & Sciences for Women, Chennai. The meeting was held under the chairpersonship of Shri. R. Rangasayee, President of ISAAC India Chapter.  Vice President delivered welcome speech.  

The following members attended the meeting

1. Shri. R. Rangasayee, President

2. Mrs. Rajul Padmanabhan, Vice President

3. Mrs. Usha Dalvi, Secretary 

4. Dr. G. Mukundan, Treasurer

5. Mrs. Manjula R., Member

6. Mrs. Reena Sen, Member

7. Mrs. Kalpana Rao, Member

8. Ms. Bhavana Rao, Member

9. Mrs. Madhuri Kapur, Member

10. Ms. Premila, Member

11. Ms. Lata Rajendra, Member (Guest)

The Agenda of the Meeting.

1. Roll Call

2. Hon. Secretary’s Report & its acceptance.

3. Hon. Treasurer’s Report & its acceptance.

4. Election for the post of President and Vice President

5. Plan of Action for 2010-2011

6. Any other

1. Roll Call:

Ten members were present for the meeting.
2. Hon. Secretary’s Report & its acceptance.

The report was presented by Secretary, Mrs. Usha Dalvi.  She reported that a meeting was held at AYJNIHH on 30th October, 2009 to review the status of plan of action drawn during the 1st G. B. Meeting at Mumbai.  Details as follows.

· To upload ISAAC – India Chapter Information on the websites of respective membership affiliated institutes.  This item has been partially implemented i.e. information has been uploaded on AYJNIHH website www.ayjnihh.nic.in  from November 2009.  

· List serve to be developed to upload information on AAC services, products and professionals available in the country.  

· As maintaining list serve will be expensive and as there are limited funds, it was agreed upon by members that Vidya Sagar, Chennai will upload information about AAC  services, professionals, products from state of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Goa and Pondicherry on their website while information from the remaining states will be on  IICP website.

· It was also decided that AAC users should also be involved in this and hence it was decided that AAC interest group should have skype meet once in three months and will be anchored by following members/Institute as indicated below: 

January 2010
IICP, Kolkata

April, 2010
Ms. Kalpana Rao

July 2010
Dr. Rubina Lal

October 2010
AYJNIHH, Mumbai

Timings between 5.00 p.m. to 07.00 p.m. for the same should be declared one month earlier.  Both  these objectives were not achieved due to time constraint.

Awareness Programs:

To increase awareness about ISAAC-India Chapter & AAC during International AAC awareness month various events in different parts of India were conducted between Oct-Nov, 2009.  Four cities namely Chennai, Kolkata, Mumbai and Mysore had organized events.  No information was received from the northern region.

· Vidya Sagar, Chennai team organized International AAC awareness month:

· Awareness programs for various professionals, like Mental health service providers, Police, Legislative members.

· They assisted in establishing AAC interest group.

· AAC interest group and parents of non verbal children organized Open House.

· IICP, Kolkata: Awareness programs were conducted by using material developed by young children, showing videos on AAC users and other disabilities in various employment areas at Kolkata.

· AYJNIHH, Mumbai:  They declared an “Open Day” on 4th  November, 2009 for the public in Mumbai. The main theme of the Open Day was to sensitize about how to use the toys available in the open market as AAC systems to facilitate language,  cognition and communication development.

· AIISH, Mysore, organized “Photo gallery of AAC clients” exhibition on 8th - 9 th  October, 2009.  The exhibition theme was titled as “We may not speak perfectly, but we can communicate”.  Photo gallery was kept open to the public.  The visitors were oriented to the purpose, means and materials used for AAC rehabilitation.  The event was advertised in the popular news papers.

Development of Newsletter format:

· Dr. Manjula  had developed a format for newsletter of ISAAC – India Chapter,  which was approved by the members.
· She felt very proud to inform that the first e-Newsletter format is ready and will be uploaded on AYJNIHH website very shortly.
Before concluding her presentation Mrs. Usha Dalvi requested the members to avail the maximum benefit of being a member of this chapter by regularly checking ISAAC website:  www.isaac_online.org  

3. Hon. Treasurer’s Report & its acceptance.

The Treasurer’s report for the year 2009-2010 was presented by Treasurer, Dr. Geetha Mukundan.

She reported that during the year 2009-10 there was a total of 28 members of ISAAC India Chapter. This included seven new members namely four professionals, one retired professional, one AAC user, and one Institutional member.  The list is attached.  A sum of Rs. 72,200/- was received from 28 members as membership fee.  I am happy to inform that Rs.31,500/- was received from RCI, New Delhi as contribution towards the Annual Conference.  The balance of the previous year was 15,291.00.  Hence totally an amount of Rs.1,19,091/- was available in the ISAAC India Chapter Account.  

The expenditure incurred was as follows:

Expenditure incurred towards membership 




48,956.00

of international parent body etc.

Expenditure incurred for miscellaneous purchases such as stationary,

conveyance, receipt books, Charges on OCCF etc.
     


     665.00










--------------------------








Expenditure Rs.               49,621.00










===============

Balance in the account is Rs.69,470.00  

 

4. Election for the post of President and Vice President

· Ms. Rajul Padmanathan was nominated as president.
· Proposed by: Usha Dalvi
· Seconded by: Reena Sen
· Dr. Manjula  was nominated as Vice President.
· Proposed by: R. Rangasayee
· Seconded by:  Reena Sen
· Ms. Kalpana Rao was nominated as Editor for e-newsletter.  
· Proposed by: R. Rangasayee
· Seconded by:  Dr. Manjula.
Editor need to co-ordinate with 3 forums: user, technology & professionals.   Users’ forum will be edited by Ms. Madhuri Kapur & Ms. Bhavana Rao.

The e-newsletter may be brought out biannually i.e. in January and in July.

5. Plan of Action for 2010-2011

Prof. R. Rangasayee pointed out that all National Institutes should be involved in AAC activities & become members of ISAAC-India Chapter including NIPMED Chennai.  

ISAAC-India has to be promoted by adopting the following practice:

· To make all the institutions aware about the establishment of ISAAC-India Chapter by contacting colleagues, professionals etc.
· Members should make more efforts to improve fund position through increasing membership i.e. each organization should motivate minimum 10 new members. 
· Email all the correspondence about ISAAC-India Chapter to save expenditure.
· All the members may interact through networking.
· To create blog, Yahoo group of AAC members should involve Ph.D. students. 
· Dr. Reena Sen suggested that AAC users should be spearheading these activities.  Both Ms. Madhuri Kapur & Ms. Bhavana Rao to carry out this. 
· Dr. Manjula suggested that engineering students be invited for the next meet so that some of the prototypes could be commercialized.  However, Ms. Rajul Padmanabhan suggested that it is necessary to have a hard core businessman (engineer) to commercialize proto types.  
Annual Conference
Ms. Rajul Padmanabhan raised the point regarding Venue for next year Conference and also for bidding for the International AAC Conference to be held in 2014, there is need to put it in the forth coming ISAAC Conference at Barcelona.  It was decided to organize the next year Conference at Kolkatta and Dr. Reena Sen, Executive Director, Kolkata, agreed the same.  The dates will be decided at a later date and International AAC Conference in 2014 at Chennai.    The members agreed to her bid attempt.

6. Any other:

· Shri. R. Rangasayee  informed that e-newsletter will be uploaded on AYJNIHH website and the members can retrieve the same from  www.ayjnihh.nic.in .  
· Shri. R. Rangasayee invited Research proposals for funding by NIMH, AYJNIHH & AIISH.
· Dr. Manjula stated that Short Term Training programs a PG Diploma in AAC will be launched in next academic year at AIISH, Mysore.  It would be a credit based course.  Shri. R. Rangasayee suggested that 50% candidates should be in-service persons; Master trainers can be AAC users.
Meeting ended with vote of thanks to the Chair and all the members.
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